
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2020 
 
Dear WLHS alum, 
 
What a year it has been! We hope this letter finds you safe and healthy, despite the challenges COVID-19 has 
thrown our way. It was disappointing to be forced to postpone our traditional Alumni banquet, which would 
have been held over Memorial Day weekend. But we are excited to be writing today to announce a 2020 
WLHS Alumni gathering to be held on October 9, in conjunction with Willow Lake’s homecoming celebration. 
 

With social distancing in mind, we have arranged for 
use of Veterans Memorial Park for an outdoor 
gathering after the WLHS homecoming parade. Join us 
for refreshments, music, fellowship, and alumni trivia! 
Bring your lawn chair if possible. We will have a brief 
business meeting to elect officers for the 2021 year.  
 

Homecoming Parade 
Please come to town at 1:00pm for the WLHS 
homecoming parade. Show your school spirit by 
having an entry in the parade! Line-up begins at 
12:30pm at the football field. No RSVP is necessary. 
 

Results of the “Dollar Per Year” Challenge 
When invitations were sent for the 2019 Alumni banquet, we issued a challenge for alums to consider 
donating $1 for each year that has passed since their graduation. The results were incredible! Alumni 
members generously donated a total of $4,859. Thank you! 
 

The goals of this campaign were to raise money to support causes at the Willow Lake School, and to set aside 
dollars for the long-term financial security of the Willow Lake Alumni Association. To that end, the officers 
approved a “75/25” distribution strategy: 75% of the funds will be earmarked to go to school groups, projects 
and/or activities, and 25% will stay in an Alumni “rainy day” account this year and going forward. 
 

To that end, 3 school programs/departments have received equal portions ($1,200) of the $3,600 this year. 
We were pleased to make these donations to the FFA, the music department, and the theater department. 
The remainder has been put in the Alumni “rainy day fund” for future use as deemed necessary.  
 

“In Memoriam” Presentation 
We heard from many of you who enjoyed the “In Memoriam” PowerPoint presentation at last year’s banquet. 
Though we are not meeting at a formal banquet this year, we will still be creating an updated  
“In Memoriam” presentation and making it available on the Willow Lake website. Please understand this 
project is led by volunteers and is not a perfect process. If you know of someone not noted in the “In 
Memoriam” presentation, please let us know and we will make updates. 
 

The alumni officers need your assistance. If a family member or classmate has passed away since our May 
2019 banquet, kindly alert us. Ideally, we are looking for the following information:  
 
 

Willow Lake High School Alumni Association 
         “Celebrating annual all-school alumni gatherings since 1912” 
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                                        www.willowlakesouthdakota.com/alumni 

The 2020 WLHS Alumni Gathering 
 

Friday, October 9, 2020 
 

➢ 1:00pm Homecoming Parade 
 

➢ 2:00pm – 5:00pm Alumni Meet at  
Veterans Memorial Park 

 

➢ Supper on your own (visit The Rusty Nail or 

the Junior Class burger feed at the football field) 
 

➢ 7:00pm Varsity Football Game 
 

108 Years of Annual, All-School Reunions! 
 



 
- Name and year of graduation 
- A copy of the obituary (or a link to the online obituary) 
- One digital photo* of the family’s choosing (.jpg format preferred, high resolution)  
- *This photo will be shown alongside his/her graduation photo, which we can access at the school 

 

Please email as much info as you have by Oct. 1 to Pres. Kristin at willowlakealumni@gmail.com. Thank you! 
 

Alumni Scholarships 

As you know, the Alumni Association gives out 3 scholarships each spring to graduating seniors. Seniors must 
apply to be considered for these scholarships. This year’s recipients were:  

• Saylor Burke, daughter of Ryan and Bobbie Burke 

• Stone Burke, son of J.J. and Kelly Burke 

• Garett Warkenthien, son of Ryan and Loretta Warkenthien  
 

Three memorial scholarships are also given through the Alumni.  

• Saylor Burke was honored with The Gene & Delores Warkenthien Scholarship 

• Mitchell Schmidt, son of Bret & Rochelle Schmidt, received The Harold & Trudy Thoreson Scholarship 

• Stone Burke and Saylor Burke each received a scholarship in memory of Mike Hovde 
 

Congratulations to these graduates, and we wish you well as you pursue higher education! 
 

The WLHS Class of 2019 
It is our pleasure to congratulate the WLHS Class of 2019 and welcome them to the Willow Lake Alumni 
Association: Ragen Beld, Saylor Burke, Stone Burke, Johnny Efraimson, Dusty Kretzschmar, Mitchell Schmidt, 
Coy Pedersen, Garett Warkenthien, and Brent Wilen. 
 

Registration  
Even though we’re not meeting in a banquet format this year, we would still appreciate your RSVP for 
planning purposes. The dues for either Attendance or Non-Attendance this year are $10. Remember that you 
can also donate to the “Dollar Per Year” challenge. Return the form found in this envelope or visit 
www.willowlakesouthdakota.com/alumni for online registration. 

 
Future Schedule 
The year 2020 certainly has been challenging! We regret that due to the coronavirus we could not have a 
traditional Alumni Banquet, but we are glad for this opportunity to get together and honor our Alumni 
Association’s remarkable 108-year tradition. Thank you for your flexibility and understanding. 
 

For 2021, we will be back in schedule to host the Alumni Banquet in May over Memorial Day weekend. The 
following year, 2022, Alumni will be celebrated in conjunction with the July Fourth holiday. 
 

We look forward to seeing you next month! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Your 2019-20 WLHS Alumni Officers 

 
Kristin Brekke Vandersnick, Class of 1997, President     M.J. (Mary) Schmidt, Class of 1977, Vice President 

Damon Spieker, Class of 2010, Sec/Treas      Ashley Tonak Wiesen, Class of 2011, Assistant Sec/Treas 

 
 
 
 

“Jolly Rogers, Pirates Bold! We’re for Purple, We’re for Gold! Heave-ho, Let’s go! Fight, Fight, Fight!” 
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Full Name _______________________________________________________  Graduation Year _________ 
 

Mailing Address _______________________________  City, State, Zip ______________________________ 
 

Email Address _________________________________  Phone Number (optional) ____________________ 
 

The ability to send Alumni invitations via email helps us save money on postage. If you are open to receiving your  
yearly Alumni correspondence via email instead of in paper form, please check here _______. Thank you!  

 
___ Yes, I will attend! Enclosed is $10 to offset event expenses. 
 

___ No, I cannot attend, but I’m enclosing my $10 annual dues to show support for the WLHS Alumni. 
 

___ Yes, I will step up to the “dollar per year” add-on challenge! In addition to my $10, I’m adding a 

donation of __________ for the WLHS Alumni Association this year. 

 
Return this form by Sept. 30 to WLHS Alumni Assoc., PO Box 154, Willow Lake SD 57278 

Or register online at www.willowlakesouthdakota.com/alumni.  
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